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ANNUAL   REPORT. 


It  is  scarce  a  twelve-month  since  we  met  to  relate  what 
our  life  had  been  at  the  "  Home  for  Aged  Women  "  the 
preceding  year ;  and  we  arc  assembled  to-day  to  continue 
our  report  of  progress.  While  it  is  gratifying  to  those 
who  so  liberally  sustain  us  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
our  charity,  to  hear  just  how  we  live  from  year  to  year,  it 
is  no  less  pleasing  to  us  to  be  able  to  give  the  desired 
information. 

The  Home  is  becoming  so  fixed  an  institution,  that  wo 
find  it  much  more  difficult  to  entertain  you  with  varied 
and  touching  incidents  in  the  lives  of  our  inmates.  Most 
of  our  number  have  been  with  us  so  long  that  they  are 
entirely  at  home.  Their  expressions  are  rather  those  of 
deepened  gratitude  than  enthusiastic,  joyful  exclamations 
of  unexpected  happiness.  During  the  past  year  there  has 
been  but  little  change  of  a  marked  character.  The  most 
pleasing  and  desirable  improvement  in  our  condition  has 
been  our  acquisition  of  the  land  opposite  the  Home,  and 
the  removal  of  the  house  from  it.  Some  months  since  it 
was  made  known  to  the  Board  of  Managers  that  the  estate 
situated  south  of  us  was  for  sale  ;  also  that  there  was  a 
probability  of  its  being  purchased  by  a  class  of  people 
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from  whom  wo  should  reasonably  fear  inconvenience,  and 
who  could  not  be  agreeable  neighbors.  While  we  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  be  able  to  obtain  the  land,  the  subject  was 
brought  before  the  Board  with  some  degree  of  hesitation, 
as  we  feared  it  might  appear  to  some  an  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  money.  Happily  for  us,  our  fears  were 
groundless ;  as  those  who  so  earnestly  wish  to  make  a 
comfortable,  pleasant,  and  attractive  home  for  these  dear 
old  people,  encouraged  us  to  make  the  effort.  Not  with 
the  sanction  only,  but  also  with  the  approval  of  our  board 
of  advisers,  a  subscription  book  was  opened,  and  through 
the  exertions  of  one  of  the  wannest  friends  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  sum  of  $1100  was  raised,  and  the  estate  is  now 
ours.  Whatever  amount  is  contributed  over  the  price  of 
the  land,  which  was  $1000,  is  to  be  applied  to  building  a 
suitable  fence  around  the  ground.  Greatly  as  the  pros- 
pect is  improved,  we  think  that  no  one  could  suppose  that 
to  be  our  only  object  in  securing  the  land.  We  were 
anxious  to  obtain  the  control  of  it,  and  prevent  inconve- 
nience to  ourselves  in  various  ways.  If  for  no  other  reason, 
we  feared  that  a  house  much  larger  than  the  one  just  re- 
moved would  be  erected  upon  it,  thereby  greatly  obstruct- 
ing our  view,  and  depriving  the  inmates  of  so  much  of 
44  that Jine,  healthy  air"  which  the  opening  will  secure  to 
them.  When  we  were  in  doubt  as  to  our  ability  to  pur- 
chase the  lot,  one  of  the  old  ladies  asked  4'  if  it  was  possi- 
ble for  them  to  get  the  place  Y"  She  was  encouraged  to 
hope  for  it,  when  she  exclaimed  :  "  Well,  my  faith  grows 
stronger  and  stronger.     Ever  since  I  came  into  the  Home, 
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and  that  was  when  it  was  first  oj>cned,  I  have  felt  that  we 
should  have  that  sight.  Now  I  am  almost  sure  of  it,  and 
shan't  we  be  so  happy  to  see   so  much '/  and  then  it  is  so 


good  to  breathe  such  nice  fresh  air.  It  makes  us  all  so 
well  down  here.  I  am  so  glad."  This  feeling  pervades 
the  entire  household. 

The  cultivation  of  vegetables  and  the  rearing  of  flowers 
were  carried  on  as  extensively  the  past  as  the  preceding 
year,  though  if  possible  with  more  zeal.  It  is  astonishing 
how  energetic  these  old  people  are  in  this  out-door  exercise, 
and  what  knowledge  they  display  in  making  the  ground 
yield  its  increase. 

Our  family  remains  much  the  same  as  last  year.  All 
arc  thoroughly  settled  in  their  home,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
there  could  be  found  anywhere  a  household  more  contented 
than  ours,  with  themselves,  with  the  matron,  and  with 
those  who  care  for  them.  If  at  any  time  there  is  one  who 
feels  that  her  home  is  not  a  happy  one  to  her,  that  she  is 
not  made  one  of  the  family  in  all  respects,  we  are  convinced 
that  such  a  one,  if  so  disposed,  would  find  the  cause  of 
uuhappiness  within  herself,  for  with  close  and  frequent 
inspection,  we  can  find  no  occasion  of  complaint  either  with 
the  home  provided  for  the  inmates,  or  with  the  kind  and 
tender  care  of  her  who  is  as  a  mother  to  them. 

It  is  surprising  to  witness  the  strong  friendship  that 
binds  them  to  one  another,  and  how  readily  they  take  the 
sorrow  and  care,  as  well  as  the  happiness,  of  each  other, 
to  be  their  own.  That  this  is  true  of  every  one,  at  all 
times,  we  would  not  presume  to  say,  for  few  can  look  upon 
life  with  invariably  calm  and  cheerful  serenity ;  but  in 
general,  the  feeling  of  sweet  contentment  dwells  in  our 
home  circle.  When  one  is  sick  or  in  trouble,  the  injunc- 
tion, "  Be  ye  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another,"  is  most 
beautifully  carried  out  among  them.  If  ever  a  shadow 
of  unhappiuess  falls  upon  any  of  them,  it  vanishes  when 
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the  truth  is  known  that  a  sister  is  in  need  of  sympathy. 
The  eager  inquiry  at  once  is  :  "  What  can  I  do  for  her? 
How  can  I  serve  her?"  and  never  are  they  more  pleased 
than  when  permitted  to  render  some  kind  office,  whether 
slight  or  more  important.  To  us  the  feeling  is  remarkably 
prominent  and  delightful  to  witness. 

The  ardent  desire  of  the  old  ladies  abates  not  in  the 
least  to  do  all  that  fingers  can  do  to  add  to  the  means  pro- 
vided for  their  support.  Our  only  wish  is  to  have  them 
occupy  themselves  as  they  like  best,  and  do  no  more  than 
they  can  do  with  comfort  to  themselves.  But  the  most  of 
them  are  eager  to  do  all  that  they  are  able  to  really  do, 
and  accomplish  much  in  the  way  of  knitting,  &c. 

Never,  through  the  year,  is  the  engrossing  day — the 
annual  sale — forgotten.  It  was  held  this  year  on  the  14th 
of  December,  and  although  the  day  was  one  of  the  most 
stormy  and  inclement  of  the  season,  we  had  great  cause 
to  acknowledge  the  unabated  interest  shown  in  our  Home, 
by  the  abundant  testimonies  of  remembrance  sent  for  sale, 
and  by  the  large  attendance  during  a  part  of  the  day. 
Owing  to  the  unpleasant  weather,  the  sale  was  in  active 
operation  only  five  or  six  hours.  Notwithstanding  all 
these  unfavorable  circumstances,  we  realized  the  net  sum 
of  $075.  It  is  but  just  to  all  the  friends  of  the  institu- 
tion to  add,  that  we  consider  this  one  of  the  strongest 
proofs  that  this  charity  is  increasing  in  favor  with  our 
generous  public.  There  was  much  doubt  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  our  attempting  a  sale  at  the  regular  season,  as  there 
were  so  many  other  fairs  just  before  and  immediately  fol- 
lowing ours.  After  deliberation  it  was  thought  best  not 
to  deprive  the  old  people  of  their  gala  day,  so  the  fair  was 
held  at  the  appointed  time,    and   the  result  dissipated  our 
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fears  and  confirmed  our  confidence  in  those  who  so  kindly 
support  us. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  about  the  [dace  where 
our  sales  should  he  held.  The  last  year  we  were  governed 
by  the  wishes  of  those  for  whom  the  day  was  first  estab- 
lished. As  there  was  but  one  voice  among  the  old  ladies, 
and  that  one  begging  us  not  to  take  it  away  from  them,  it 
was  decided  to  continue  the  sale  at  the  Home. 

As  it  cannot  be  removed  without  causing  unhappiness 
in  our  family,  and  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  season, 
it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  change  the  time  of  sale 
fro/n  December  to  September,  when  we  trust  the  inmates 
can  enter  more  fully  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  day  ;  and 
when  the  exposure  to  our  matron  and  those  who  are  active 
in  needful  preparation  will  be  much  less ;  for  to  cany  on 
the  sale  successfully,  there  is  much  to  be  done  before  and 
after  the  event. 

In  speaking  of  our  matron,  Mrs.  Easton,  we  can  in 
truth  say  we  know  not  what  we  should  do  at  our  Home 
without  her.  Her  heart  overflows  with  the  "  milk  of  hu- 
man kindness."  Every  want,  by  day  or  night,  receives  a 
special  care.  We  never  have  cause  to  complain  that  she 
who  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  institution,  is  unmindful 
of  the  wants  of  the  inmates,  or  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  their 
wishes,  unreasonable  as  they  may  sometimes  be  ;  for  who 
ever  cared  for  those  advanced  in  life  but  knows  the  child- 
ishness of  age,  and  the  peevishness  attendant  upon  a  nearly 
worn  out  existence  V  These,  and  many  more  trials  inci- 
dent to  her  position,  our  matron  has  to  encounter  hourly  ; 
yet  with  it  all  she  never  shows  an  excited  spirit  or  an  im- 
patient temper.  She  watches  tenderly  by  the  bedside  of 
the  sick  and  dying,  and  administers  to  every  need.     By 
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most  of  the  family  she  is  appreciated  and  loved  as  a  tender, 
faithful  friend  ;  and  if  not  by  every  one,  surely  the  fault 
lies  not  with  her,  but  in  their  own  unquiet  bosoms.  Mrs. 
Easton  is  strictly  economical,  studying  both  how  to  make 
the  means  placed  in  her  hands  for  family  expenses  last  as 
long  as  possible,  and  to  have  the  food  for  the  table  the 
most  palatable  to  the  inmates.  From  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count, it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  nothing  but  a  strict  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  institution  could  induce  one  to 
economize  as  our  matron  has  done.  Her  industry  is  un- 
tiring ;  in  fact,  we  are  assured  no  other  could  be  to  us 
what  Mrs.  Easton  has  been,  and  is.  Sad  would  l>e  our 
hearts  at  the  prospect  of  parting  with  our  loved  matron. 

The  duties  of  the  matron  would  be  arduous  had  she 
merely  the  ordinary  comforts  of  the  family  to  care  for;  but 
in  addition  to  those  duties,  she  is  both  nurse  and  friend. 
The  past  year  there  has  been  much  more  sickness  among 
these  aged  ones  than  for  two  or  three  years  previous. 
Scarcely  one  of  them  has  passed  through  these  twelve 
months  without  some  attack  of  illness,  either  slight  or 
severe ;  but  still  requiring  attention  and  nursing.  This 
they  have  abundantly  had,  and  God  has  blessed  the  means 
used  for  their  recovery. 

For  more  than  two  years  we  were  not  called  upon  to 
record  a  vacancy  among  our  inmates.  This  year  the  mes- 
senger of  death  passed  us  not  by,  but  entered  our  dwolling 
and  carried  one  from  the  midst  of  us.  It  was  not  wholly 
unexpected,  as  Mrs.  Littlepage  had  been  an  invalid  for 
many  years  before  she  became  one  of  our  family.  She 
was  not  a  helpless  one,  for,  although  enfeebled  by  disease, 
she  was  able  to  care  for  herself,  and  often  rendered  assis- 
tance in  the  house.     Freedom  from  exposure,  with  healthy 
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nir,  and  regular  hours,  seemed  for  a  long  time  to  have  a 
most  renovating  effect  upon  her  health  ;  but,  as  our  cold 
weather  came  on,  Mrs.  Littlepagc  declined  in  strength, 
.and  it  was  soon  too  evident  that  she  would  not  long  remain 
with  us.  She  continued  to  fail  gradually  without  any 
intense  suffering,  until  the  427th  of  January,  when  she 
passed  to  another,  and,  we  cannot  but  trust,  a  brighter 
world  than  ours.  Most  of  Mrs.  Littlepago's  life  with  us 
was  passed  comfortably  to  herself  and  others,  and  for  many 
months  she  fully  realized  what  a  happy  home  she  had. 
Her  expressions  of  gratitude  for  all  that  had  been  done 
for  her  were  most  touching.  She  thanked  all  for  their 
care,  and  was  grateful  to  the  Giver  of  all  blessings  for 
having  made  her  sun  go  down  in  peace  and  love.  Through 
her  last  illness  she  was  calmly  submissive  to  God's  will, 
desiring  to  lie  passive  in  His  hands,  and  give  as  little 
trouble  as  possible  to  those  who  attended  her.  Mrs.  Litr 
tlepage  had  been  in  our  family  more  than  two  years,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

The  effect  of  her  departure  was  a  sulwluing,  softening 
influence  upon  those  who  remained,  for  they  all  must  real- 
ize that  they  too  are  hastening  to  the  tomb. 

To  several  of  the  clergv,  and  to  other  religious  friends, 
we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  spiritual  enjoyment  of 
these  aged  ones.  Prayer  and  conference  meetings  have 
been  quite  frequently  held  with  them,  at  which  most  of  the 
family  assembled  gladly  ;  for  being  unavoidably  deprived 
of  sanctuary  privileges,  they  eagerly  embrace  any  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  the  Word  of  God  explained,  and  the 
prayer  of  the  righteous  is  music  to  their  ears.  It  is  one 
of  the  rules  of  the  institution  that  all  of  the  family — 
when  able  to  do  so — shall  attend  morning  and  evening 
devotions,  as  they  are  regularly  observed  at  the  Home. 
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There  have  been  three  admitted  into  the  Home  during; 
the  year,  and  one  has  died,  leaving  as  onr  present  number 
nineteen.  This  is  the  largest  family  we  can  possibly 
accommodate  with  comfort  to  themselves,  or  to  the  matron. 
We  are  often  called  upon  to  regret  our  limited  space,  since 
there  are  so  many  and  such  urgent  applications  for  admis- 
sion ;  but  until  we  can  build  a  larger  house,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  restrict  our  number.  Hard  indeed  is  it  to  hear 
the  appeals  for  relief,  and  the  entreaty  for  a  home,  from 
those  who  are  too  old  and  worn  out  to  work,  and  who  have 
no  one  on  whom  they  can  depend  for  support,  and  not  be 
ja'ble  to  succor  them.  This  we  must  do  for  the  present ; 
but  we  trust  not  a  great  while  will  elapse  before  a  new  and 
spacious  house  will  be  ours. 

We  have  received  liberal  donations  from  many  friends, 
both  in  our  own  city  and  from  those  at  a  distance  from  us. 
Not  only  in  gifts  of  money,  but  in  various  ways  the  Home 
is  remembered  through  the  entire  year.  Fruits  in  their 
season,  and  more  substantial  tokens,  make  their  hearts  glad 
with  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  the  aged  are  not  forgot- 
ten, as  well  as  for  the  enjoyment  of  these  favors. 

Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Years  are  all  occa- 
sions of  gratitude  for  present  mercies.  At  such  times  the 
brightened  eye  and  the  unloosed  tongue  convince  one  that 
though  the  heart  may  be  bruised,  crushed,  and  well  nigh 
broken  by  neglect  or  unkindness,  there  is  in  every  breast 
a  tender  chord  left  that  will  vibrate  to  the  touch  of  sym- 
pathy and  love,  and  send  back  an  answering  thrill  of  joy 
to  those  who  are  the  dispensers  of  these  bounties. 

The  dispensary  physician,  Dr.  W.  0.  Brown,  is  a  de- 
voted friend  to  these  old  people.  He  constantly  cares  for 
them,  and  has  endeared  himself  to  them  by  repeated  acts 
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of  kindness.  He  is  fully  appreciated  by  the  family,  and  as 
a  Board,  we  would  return  him  our  hearty  thanks  for  all 
his  attentions  to,  and  interest  in,  our  household. 

Past  mercies  and  present  favors  have  made  us  confident 
of  future  success,  and  strengthened  our  belief  that  the 
wants  of  the  aged  will  always  be  generously  relieved. 
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Mrs.  Benjamin  A born, 

Mrs. 

Priscilla  Smith, 

Miss  Janetta  Howland. 

Mrs. 

J.  Y.  Smith, 

— 

Mrs. 

Win.  C.  Richards, 

1858.  ■ 

Miss 

Grace  Granger, 

Mrs.  Bishop  Henshaw, 

Mrs. 

N.  B.  Crocker, 

Mr.  A.  D.  Smith, 

Mrs. 

Philip  Allen, 

Mr.  J.  Y.  Smith, 

Mrs. 

J.  B.  Simmons, 

Mrs.  Jane  S.  Lawrence, 

Mrs. 

S.  W.  Field, 

Mrs.  Samuel  Wolcott, 

Mrs. 

A.  H.  Granger, 

Rev.  T.  I).  Cook, 

Mrs. 

J.  S.  Pitman, 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Jameson, 

Mrs. 

Richmond  Bullock, 

Mrs.  Hannah  Lyon. 

Miss  Julia  Bullock, 

— 

Mrs. 

John  Larcher, 

1859. 

Mrs. 

Betsey  Andrews, 

Miss  Harriet  L.  Greene, 

Mrs. 

Betsey  Eddy, 

Mrs.  Samuel  Foster, 

Rev 

A.  11.  Clapp. 

Miss  Emily  P.  Smith, 

1857. 
Mrs.  W.  Randolph, 
Mrs.  Harriet  Liuscott, 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Woodbury, 
Mrs.  Earl  P.  Mason, 


Miss  Isabel  B.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Sylvanus  G.  Martin, 
Mrs.  Zachariah  Allen, 
Rev.  Cyrus  II.  Fay, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lincoln, 
Mrs.  Isaac  Thurber. 


J5 


MEETINGS  OF   THE   BOARD. 


18  6  0. 


May  9,  at  4  P.  M. 
June  13,  at  4  P.  M. 
July  11,  at  4  P.M. 
August,  no   meeting. 

Jan.  9,  at  3 1-2  P.  M. 
Feb.  13,  at  3  1-2  P.  M. 


18  6  1. 


Sept,  12,  at  4  P.  M. 
Oct.  16,  at  4  P.  M. 
Nov.  14,  at  3  1-2  P.  M. 
Dec.   12,  at  3  1-2  P.  M. 

March  13,  at  4  P.  M. 
April     10,  at  4  P.  M 
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